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GENERAL PERMIT 88-02P

Placer ~ning Activities within th~

State of Alaska

A General Permit (GP) has been reissued pursuant to Sect~ory 404 of the Clean Water
Act (Public Law 95-217, 33 U.S.C. 1344 et seq.), and Sec~i9n 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1899, and in accordance with the Departmet lof Army Regulations
(33 CFR Part 320-330) .The GP authorizes the placement f d fill material into

waters of the United States, including wetlands for the u pose of placer mining

in the State of Alaska. The placement of fill material ssociated with placer
mining activities which does not fall within the scope o t lhis GP, or which fails
to meet the terms and conditions, are not authorized by his GP.

In response to Special Public Notice 2000-9 dated July 2 I 000, the proposed GP
was revised to reflect comments and address concerns sub it ed by the interested
public and other resource agencies. Based on a review o a 1 pertinent
information including a prepared environmental assessment, have concluded that
the issuance of this GP will not have more than minimal i p cts on the
environment, and is not contrary to the public interest.

The attached GP-BB-O2P outlines the criteria which must b~ f et in order for work
to be accomplished. An individual wishing to perform wor~ nder this GP must
review these conditions carefully. If the proposed work ~o s not meet the
requirements of the conditions, the GP will not apply andl a t individual Department

of the Army permit application must be submitted. I

All activities must be in accordance with the conditions 9flthe modified GP, a

copy of which is attached. Failure to comply with the tetm~ and conditions of the
GP could result in suspension, modification, or revocatio~ ~f the permit, and/or
imposition of penalties as provided by law. I I

This GP has been issued for a period of five years, effec l i t e the date of the
signature shown on the last page of the permit. At the e d of this five-year
period, an evaluation of the GP will. be made, and at that t~me it will be decided
whether or not this GP should be renewed. The District E gjneer, or hisI
authorized representative, may at any time during this fi

1 eiYear period, alter,

modify, suspend, or revoke this permit, if he deems such clion to be in the

public interest. I

District Engineer' I
Alaska District, I
U.S. Army Corps of EnQineers

Attachment



GENERAL PERMIT 88-02P I
Placer Mining Activities within the State qf Alaska

Pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Public L4w 95-217, 33 U.S.C. 1344
et seq.), and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act o~ 899, the Secretary of
the Army proposes to reauthorize the Alaska General Perm~t (GP) for placer mining,
GP 88-02N. The permit allows for the general public to Rl ce fill material into
waters of the United States, including wetlands for the pu poses of placer mining
within the State of Alaska contingent on meeting the ter~s and conditions listed
below. The placement of dredged or fill material associ ~ t d with placer mining

activities which do not fall within the scope of this GB, r which fail to meet

the terms and conditions, are not authorized by this GP I n a Department of the

Army (DA) individual permit would be required. Placer ~.n.ng is defined as the
removal of gold or precious material such as silver, tin, r platinum from gravel.
The gold or precious metal has moved or been eroded front ,i s original position in
the earth, normally by water and re-deposited within the Ig avel. This GP does not
apply to hard rock mining activities. Hard rock mining ~s the process to remove
valuable metals or elements (not necessarily gold) that dr bound within country
rock.

The DA has determined that mining activities associated wi h placer mining
operations authorized by another Federal Agency may need n further authorization
from the Corps of Enginee/rs (Corps) .The mining operator ust notify the District
Engineer of his or her intention to mine, and provide a qo y of the Federal plan
approval. The notification must include a copy of the aRp oved mining plan and
the approved reclamation plan. If stream diversions and 1r locations are plan~ed a
final stream placement and restoration plan shall be par~ f the reclamation plan.
For the operator to be authorized the Federal land manag~r ust have completeQ a
site specific National Environmental Policy Act Analysis i( EPA), either an
Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Assessmedt, for the proposed
operation. The NEPA analysis must have considered all p:rja tical alternatives for
fill placement and activities in waters of the United St~tes. A mining operator
with an approved Plan of Operation from the Bureau; of Land Management,. or the
United States Forest Service, or another Federal agency ~o a placer mine maybe
authorized to discharge dredge or fill material into wat~rs of the United States,
and special. aquatic sites, including wetlands. The CorpiS ill provide a written
response to the operator informing the operator if any fQrther Corps permitting is
required. The operation must meet the acreage limits of t is GP. The Corps, 'at
the discretion of the District Engineer, may require a bop to ensure success of
the reclamation. This determination does not apply to State Land, Native Lan<jis or
private lands where no NEPA analysis has been completed.

RECREATIONAL MINING AND SUCTION DREDGING

For the purpose of this GP, recreational mining is defined as hand mining with a
pick, shovel, pan, and or rocker box. Recreational place,r ining generally will
not be Fegulated by the Corps and does not require a Corps ermit, as explained in
Special Public Notice 94-10, issued September 13, 1994. As long as State of
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) requirements for fish-bearing waters are
met, the activity is expected to have de-minimus effects. T e Corps retains t~e
discretion to require authorization on a case-by-case basiis if it is believed that
effects are greater than de-minimus.

The placement of fill material specifically for dikes, wipg dams, and stream
diversion structures are not considered part of recreatidnal mining. These
activities require Corps authorization.

The c~rps does not regulate the. e~cavation by the,nozzle' IOf ~ a suction dredge C)f

any slze for the recovery of preclous metals. The Corps al o does not regula~e

the effluent from a suction dredge. Suction dredging for g ld or other precious
metals in non-navigable (as defined by the Corps) fresh wat rs is an activity not
normally regulated by the Corps.



The use of a suction dredge to recover precious metals o orps of Engineers
Section 10 navigable waters (available on the Alaska Dis r'ct Corps Regulatory
home page) requires a written response from the Corps. h Corps will evaluate
the impacts of the structure on navigation. If there is n adverse impact on'
navigation, the Corps may use the Placer Mining GP to au h rize the structurei. If
there are unmitigatable adverse impacts to navigation th lacer Mining GP capnot
be used to authorize the structure.

All mining operations in, marine waters require authorizati4n from the Corps

Anyone ~ay req~e~t writt!en.confirm~tion of whether ~is ':'t ~er proposed
recreatlonal mlnlng oper!atlon requlres Corps authorlzatl4n.1

AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES

The Corps encourages exploration of placer ground in adv t n ~ e of mining. The
placer mine GP authorizes fills for exploratory drill pa s, trenches, side casting
from trenches, bulk samples and other test methods in re u ated waters of the
Unites States. Exploration activities for placer mining a e authorized as long asthey comply with the conditions of the GP listed below. ,

The GP authorizes the placement of dredged and or fill mt t ~ rial into waters of the

United States, including wetlands, in association with m c anized land clearing;

constructio~ of sediment~tion basins; stream.d~versions; f undation pads; access
roads; requ~red reclamat~on work; the stockp~l~ng of ove b rden and pay gravel;
and similar activities.

The cumulative surface disturbance of one project shall o exceed t,an (10) acres
including streams, unrec~aimed ground, wetlands, and upl n s at ~~. The
"Pre-Construction Notification" procedure described belo ill be used to review
placer mining projects. All project features including i e cuts, settling pond,
diversions, berms, work and camp pads, stockpiles, etc. h t will not be used
during the next year's mining season must be reclaimed p i r to the end of the
current mining season. Areas reclaimed in accordance wi h the State of Alaska
under the Reclamation Law (A.S. 27.19.020) or a Federal a d management agency are
not included in computing the area of disturbance (see c n ition #14 below) .

This GP does not apply if a listed endangered or threateqe~ species would be
adverselyaffected, as determined by the u.s. Fish and W~l~life Service.

This GP does not apply to marine or estuarine waters, St ~ t
~ designated Critic+l Habitat Areas or Game Refuges and Sanctuaries, unless th ctivity is specifi~ally

authorized by the agency with jurisdiction over the thes ands.

This GP does not apply to placer mining activities withi 11 ny unit of the Nationa

Wildlife Refuge System, National Park System, or compone t of the National Wild

and Scenic River System (existing or nominated) .

The lead role that Feder~l and State land management age cies have in identifying
evaluating and pursuing consultation on cultural resourc s is recognized. This
consultation has a basis under Section 106 of the Nation 1 Historic Preservation
Act and any agency's cultural resources conservation imp e enting regulations.
This GP does not authori~e placer mining activities that wo ld adversely affect
archaeological, cultural or historic properties which th National Park Service
has listed on, or has determined eligible for listing on, t e National Register of
Historic Places unless coordination with the State Histo ic Preservation Office,
and if necessary, the Advisory Council on Historic Prese va ion is completed as
per Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Ac .
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Authorization granted under this GP applies only to work s bject to the regulatory
authority of the u.s. Army Corps of Engineers. GP autho i ation does not obviate
or affect in any manner the requirements or the need to e t any other required
Federal, State or local governmental authorizations (e.9 , local land use codes or
regulations) .If the proposed work authorized under thi P is subsequently
modified by any other Federal, State, or local governmen a authorization, a
modification of the authorization to perform activities n er this GP may need to
be obtained from the Corps.

CONDITIONS OF THE GENERAL PERMIT

The goals of these conditions are, to be consistent with o her regulatory
authorities, and to promote re-establishment of normal a u tic ecosystem functions
representative of the area in which the mining takes pla e The primary
objectives are to achieve a stable stream channel and to p event excessive erosion
of soil into streams. This acknowledges that a certain m unt of erosion and
deposition is part of normal processes occurring within tream. However,
excessive erosion of soils into streams has been identif e as one factor that
makes re-establishing a productive aquatic ecosystem wit variety of plant !lnd
animal species difficult. All activities identified and a thorized by this Gl'
shall be consistent with the following conditions:

The time limit for authorizing work under this GP n s five years from the
date of the GP issuance. Any activity authorized y this GP before the

expiration date must also be completed by that dat , unless the activities
are underway, will be completed within twelve mont s of the expiration date,
and the permittee notifies the Corps of his intent t continue mining.
Further time extension may be considered on a case b -case basis under
provisions of 33 CPR 325.6. If you find that you e d more time to complete
the authorized activity, submit your request for a t'me extension to this
office for conside~ation at least one month before t e expiration date.

Activities covered under this GP shall not adverse y affect any species
listed as threatened or endangered under the Endan e ed Species Act of 1973,
(Act), nor jeopard~ze the continued existence of a y proposed species under
the Act. The Disttict Engineer shall conduct a de e mination of effect by

contacting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for a h application received
as a GP request, o~ require documentation of such o tact from operators
with an approved F~deral plan of operation. If it i determined that listed

species are likely to be adversely affected, and o roposed species are
likely to be jeopardized by the permitted action o elated activities, this
GP shall not apply to this specific activity or sh 1 be suspended until
section 7 consultation is complete.

The proposed placer mining activity shall not adve s ly affect Essential
Fish Habitat (EFH) .Section 305 (b) of the Magnus n-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and 50 CFR Part 60 rovide the requirements
for EFH consultation. The District Engineer shall make a determination
whether or not the action will adversely affect EF .The determination and
an EFH assessment {per 50 CFR 600.920) shall be pr vided in any subsequent
notice should the action adversely affect EFH. If necessary NMFS will
provide EFH Conseryation Recommendations as define i Section 305 (b) (4) (A)
and 50 CFR Part 600.

4 Placer mining activities which are located in wate s sed by anadromous fish
species shall be c~nsistent with State of Alaska D pa tment of Fish and Game
Statutes A.S. 16.05.870 and must comply with any Alaska Department of Fish
and Game Fish Habitat Permit issued for the project u der A.S 16.05.870, if
a permit is required. Violation of the Alaska Depa tm nt of Fish and Game's
AS 16.05.870 permit shall be grounds to suspend or re oke the authorization
granted by this GP.
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Any stream diversiion shall be limited to two thous t n i (2000) linear feet at

anyone time. All, restoration activities must be o pleted on the diversion

prior to construction of a new diversion (see cond t on #14 below) .

Any stream diversion activity shall provide for th ree passage of fish,
both upstream and ,downstream with no barriers or e t apments, consistent
with State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game S a utes A.S. 16.05.840 -
16.05.860. The stream diversion must be supplied i h a quantity of water
sufficient to pass fish and at a grade and velocit pproximating that of
the original stream and must be capable of carryin nticipated stream flows
during the period it ~ill be in operation without v rtopping the banks or
causing undue erosion of the streambed or banks. h stream diversion must
comply with the Allaska Department of Fish and Game F'sh Habitat Permit
issued under A.S 116.05.840, if such a permit is re u'red.

No placer mining activity shall be located within ~n ~ -quarter mile of an eagle nest site unless the Fish and Wildlife Servi e determines that the

activity will not impact the eagles. The applican as additional

responsibilities t,o protect eagles under provision f the Eagle Protection

Act (16 USC 668-66Sc revised November 8, 1978.

8. The activity shall have (if applicable), and be in c mpliance with, required
State and Federal authorizations, including United S ates. Environmental
Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge El'm'nation System permit;
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, A.S. Title 16 i h Habitat Permit;
National Marine Fisheries Service, Magnuson-Steven ishery Conservation and
Management Act; Alaska Department of Natural Resou c s A,S. 27.19
(Reclamation Act) .Failure to comply with any Fed r lor State
authorization shal~ be grounds for suspending or r king the authorization
granted by this GP.

9 Dredged and/or fili material, including overburden, hall be placed so that
it is stable, meaning after placement the material d es not show signs of
excessive erosion. Indicators of excess erosion t c ude: gullying, head
cutting, caving, block slippage, material sloughin tc. Material shall not
leach harmful or toxic substances into streams or e lands. Preferably, it
should be placed into upland areas, or areas that a e been previously
mined.

-All material stockpiles intended for priva e use or subsequent
commercial sale shall either be used and rec ai ed within three years
under condition #14, or be placed in a stabl land location which
avoids strea~ channels and wetlands. Stockp'les should preferably be
placed in uplands, however, if it is in wetl n s, the footprint shall
not be greater than one acre in size. Stock iles shall not be placed
in stream channels. This condition does not ap ly to waste rock,
overburden, or tailings not intended for co ercial sale or personal
use and are reclaimed under condition #14.

10 Settling ponds shall not be located in a flowing stre m. If a settling pond
is located where it is likely to flood, and is nee ed for mining during the
next year, it shall be protected from erosion by a e m or another method.

Settling ponds shall not be located where a stream ch nnel is going be
reestablished unless the fines are removed or protect d from erosion.

Exceptions to this condition can be made on a case- y case basis.

11 All features, settling ponds, berms, workpads, roa 1 s' ~ and stream diversions

shall be designed, constructed, and maintained to in'mally withstand the

high waters of a lO-year flood.

-4-



12 Pump intakes or stream diversions shall be designe f ~ o prevent intake, impingement, entrainment, or entrapment of fish co s'stent with State of

Alaska Department of Fish and Game Statutes A.S. 1 .5.870- 16.05.900 and

Alaska Department lof Natural Resources (ADNR) Stat t A.S. 46.15.

3 All organic materiials including vegetation, topsoi nd overburden, shall be
separated from non-organic overburden and stockpil d for future use in
reclamation. The iorganic material shall be protec e from erosion and from
contamination by alcidic or toxic materials and sha 1 not be buried by
tailings or non-or'ganic material. Preferably, the s ockpiles shall be
placed into upland areas, or areas that have been r viously disturbed.

Mine features shall be reclaimed when the mining a t'vity is complete, and
when the disturbed areas are not expected to be us d during the next year.
All mine features shall be reclaimed according to h following minimum
requirements (a through g) .Exceptions and additi n to these requirements
can be made on a case-by-case basis when approved y the appropriate land
manager and the Colrps.

a. Mined areas shall be re-contoured so tha lopes and features of
mined areas match the slopes and feature f the surrounding
landscape. All material, including over u den, side cast
material, and tailings, shall be used. h goal is to obtain
stable slopes and soil surfaces containi 9 enough fine material to
hold moisture and promote reasonable rat s of natural re-
vegetation with a 40% live plant cover o he entire reclaimed
area by the end of two growing se.asons .
Stockpiled organic material (including v g tation, topsoil and
overburden and or muck), and if possible, ettling pond silts,
shall be spread over the contoured mine o kings, to promote
natural plant growth. The goal of this o dition is to promote
the natural succession of vegetation tha 's representative of the
area. ACceptable indicators that this p o ess is occurring would
be a rea~onable presence, density, and d's ribution of pioneer
species of plants typical to the area. h goal is to achieve a
40% live plant cover of the reclaimed a~ a within two complete
growing seasons.
Settling ponds located within the stream c annel floodplain shall
be reclaimed, capped, or the pond sedime' ts removed so that tne
fines do not get into the stream system.
Stream cpannels shall be stabilized. Th oal of stability means
that, when reclamation is complete, a st ea will have an
acceptab~e balance between erosion and d position so that it
develops recognizable stream system feat res. Such features
include an active channel with appropria e eanders, point bars,
and a floodplain. The stream channel sh ul mirror pre-placer
mining c9nfiguration in terms of length, fl w velocity, grade, and
function.hl configuration. This includes ha ing a riparian area
supporting pioneer species of vegetation. he goal is to achieve
a range of conditions that will move the st earn system towards
reestablishing some of the stream functi ns of pre-placer mining
conditio~s. There is no defined time sc le. This may include a
combination of approaches, incLuding a relo ation of the channel,
changes to channel geometry, different meth ds of handling
sediment$, promoting natural re-vegetation, and applying new
technolo<1Jy as appropriate. Diverted stream reaches, which are no
longer needed, shall be backfilled with sui able, non-erodible
material and the stream restored in a sta 1 location in the

valley.
Floodplain areas shal~ have a minimum wi h to withstand a 10-year
flood event. The purpose of this is to p e ent excessive erosion
of material placed adjacent to the strea .This standard may be
raised or lowered on a case-by-case basis.

b

d.

e
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f. There shall be no permanent stream diver i ns unless the final
configuration satisfies condition 14-d a o e and is approved by
Alaska Department of Fish and Game under A S. Title 16 permits,
the appropriate land management agency, n the Corps of
Engineers. If a diversion is to be left a a landscape feature,
it must be suitably backfilled or blocke .
Exploration trenches shall be backfilled tabilized and covered
with organic material to inhibit erosion nd promote natural
revegetation as described above in 14-a. 11 exploration drill
holes need to be plugged in accordance w t Alaska State
regulations.

g.

15. If a stream segment is to remain in a diversion Ch ~ n ! el (as mandated by Alaska Department of Fish and Game under A.S. Titl 6 permits, the

appropriate land management agency, or the Corps o ngineers), the

diversion channel shall approximate the length, fl w velocity, grade, and

functional configuration of the diverted stream se m nt.

16. Within the Matanuska-Susitna Coastal District boun 1 a1 y' all habitable
structures, petroleum storage, and sanitary facili i s must be a minimum of
75 feet f~om the ordinary high water line of river, streams, and lakes.

17 You must maintain the lands and facilities subject t this GP in good
condition and in conformance with the terms and co d'tions of thi~GP. This
includes removal of fuel drums, equipment, trailer, bone yards, and used
oil and waste upon abandonment. You are not relie e of this requirement if
you abandon the permitted activity. If another op r tor will be taking over
the mine, the GP must be reissued to the new opera o and final reclamation
may be required prior to reauthorization. The loc 1 Corps office shall be
notified of the planned change.

18 If you discover any previously unknown historic or chaeological remains
while accomplishing the activity authorized by thi P, you must immediately
notify this office, the State Historic Preservatio ffice, and the coastal
district (if within a coastal district), of what y u have 'found. The
District Engineer (DE) will initiate the Federal a d State coordination
required to determine if the remains warrant a rec v ry effort or if the
site is eligible for listing in the National Regis e of Historic Places.
(If the activity occurs on Federal land, the Feder 1 land manager is
responsible for coordination.)

19 Any operator found in non-compliance with this GP nfa~ not be issued another
placer mine GP authorization until the n0n-compli~~c~ is rectified.

20. The conditions found on the State of Alaska Depart 1 e~ t of Environmental
Conservation, Certificate of Reasonable Assurance u suant to Section 401 of
the Clean Water Act are attached to the Department o the Army General
Permit.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

a. The mine operator must notify the Corps of their inte ded mining activity wrior
to beginning work. Notification can be with a State f laska Annual Placer
Mining Application (APMA) or a multi year APMA. The pplicant's work loca1;:ion,
and type/size of equipment must be clearly identified. For the APMA to be
considered a complete GP application by the Corps, th accompanying drawings
must be of sufficient detail to determine the locatio a d area of impact
(dimensions) for each proposed mining activity (cuts, st ckpiling of overb~rden
and pay gravel, construction of berms and roads, areas of reclamation, etc.).
The Corps will contact the miner for additional drawi gs and/or information, if
necessary. After receipt of a complete GP applicatio , he Corps will notify
the applicant that their work will be covered under t is GP, or that an
individual permit is required. No work can proceed with ut Corps confirmation.
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b
Or

The mine operator ma~ alternatively submit a letter r q esting GP coverage, or
a DA permit application (ENG FORM 4345) to the Corps. his request for a GP
must include a map showing the proposed mine location a d a plan drawing
showing the location of eabh placer mining activity. T e letter or application
and drawings must be 'of sufficient detail to determin he location and area of
impact (dimensions) fior each proposed mining activity ( uts, stockpiling of
overburden and pay gravel, construction of berms and o ds, areas of
reclamation, etc.) .The Corps will contact the miner f r additional drawings
and/or information if necessary. After receipt of a o plete GP application,
the Corps will notify the applicant to confirm that t e'r work will be covered
under this GP, or that an individual permit is requir d. No work can proceed
without Corps confirmation.

All mining operations prbposed for authorization under t~id GP will be authorized
as follows: I I

(1) Applicant submits a request for a permit lb~ either of the methods
outlined in paragraph (a) or (b) above. I

(2) The Corps reviews the application and de 1e1mines that the GP is
applicable. The Corps follows standard nationwide p rmit preconstruct ion
notification (PCN) procedure.

(3) The Corps faxes the plans to the reviewi i g lagencieSt including the
land manager.

(4) All agen~ies have 10 calendar days from th d te this notification is
transmitted to contact the Corps in writing, by FAX, e mail, or by telephone,
with comments on the project. Site specific plans f r stream channels by
ADFG, and/or speci~l conditions will be incorporat d as appropriate.
Emphasis will be oh recommendations based on a sit isit, such as those
that would improve on the generalized reclamation e uirements of condition
#14.

(5) The Corps issues the applicant a GP auth l r f' zation letter, or based

upon review, the COrps notifies the miner that a G is not appropriate for
the proposed operation. Special conditions can be' a ed to the GP

authorization lett~r.

~~PORTING AND MONITORING

Any person or company en9aged in placer mining activities a thorized under this GP
shall submit an annual report for review and approval by th DE. The report, to
be submitted by December 31 of each year, shall describe o k performed during the
mining season including:

1. A description of the location and size of areas led.
2. Purpose and intended use of filled areas.
3. Areas reclaimed, areas disturbed, but left unr imed for use during

the next year's mining season.
4. Plan drawings showing the location of each min g activity that was

conducted during the mining season and the area o impact. The drawings
shall show the mine site prior to the start of h mining season and the
mine site at t~e end of the mining season.

5. Photos taken of the operation before and after amation.

The report can be the same report submitted to ADNR, the
~ u f eau of Land Management, or another land manager as long as it contain he information listed

above. A sample report form is attached to the back of t i permit. The reports

shall be sent to: Regulatory Branch, Alaska District, Co p of Engineers, ATTN:

CEPOA-CO-R, P.O. Box 898, Anchorage, Alaska 99506-0898.
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Non-compliance with reporting requirements may result in t p t rmit revocation,
directed restoration of affected areas, and/or impositio f civil and criminal

penalties.

LIMITS OF THIS AUTHORIZATION

(1) This permit does not grant any property rights or ex f l ~ SiVe privileges. (2) This permit does not authorize any injury to the pro e ty or rights of others

(3) This permit does not authorize interference with any e isting or proposed

Federal Project.

~;!;NITS OF FEDERAL LIABILIITY
In issuing this permit; the Federal Government does not t s 1 ume any liability for

the following:

(1) Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as esult of other
permitted or unpermitted activities or from natural caus s.
(2) Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as esult of current or
future activities undertaken by or on behalf of the Unit d States in the public
interest.
(3) Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted r unpermitted activities
or structures caused by the activity authorized by this e mit.
(4) Design or construction deficiencies associated with h permitted work.
\5) Damage claims associ~ted with any future modificatio , suspension, or
revocation of this permit.

~~EyALUATION OF PERMIT D~CISION

The Corps of Engineers may reevaluate its decision to is u a GP authorization to
any person or company at any time the circumstances warr n .Circumstances that
could require a reevaluation include, but are not limite 0, the following:

(1) The permittee fails to comply with the t r s and conditions of
this permit.

(2} Appropriate new information surfaces, wh'c this office did nQt
consider in reaching the original public interest e ision.

Such a reevaluation may result in a determination that i 's appropriate to use
the suspension, modification, and revocation procedures o tained in 33 CFR 325.7
or enforcement procedures such as those contained in 33 F 326.4 and 326.5. The
referenced enforcement procedures provide for the issuan e of an administrative
order requiring you to cbmply with the terms and conditi ns of your permit and for
the initiation of legal action where appropriate. You w'll be required to pay for
any corrective measures ordered by this office, and if y u fail to comply with
such directive, this office may in certain situations (s c as those specified in
33 CFR 209.170) accomplish the corrective measures by co t act or otherwise and
bill you for the cost.

INSPECTION

You must allow the DE, or his designated representatives, to inspect the
authorized activity at any time deemed necessary to ensu e hat the work is being
or has been accomplished in accordance with the terms an c nditions of this GP.
In the event that work is being or has been performed in no compliance with this
GP, appropriate measures shall be taken to resolve the v'ol tion. This may
include a requirement to obtain an individual permit, ev n hough others in the
same area are not required to do so. Refusing access to an inspection of the
authorized activities shall be considered non-compliance wi h the terms and
conditions of this GP.
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PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS

Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of t ~ i~ GP may result in

suspension of the work, revocation of the permit, re o~al of dredged and/or fill

material or other structures, directed restoration o ~aters and/or wetlands,
and/or: imposition of penalties as provided by law. I 1

The discharge of dredged and/or fill material not in acFordance with the terms and
conditions of this GP is a violation of Section 301 o ~he Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1319), and upon conviction thereof is punishab er in accordance with
Section 309 of the Clean \iater Act (33 U.S.C. 1319), Yla fine of not less that
$2,500, nor more than $25,000, per day of violation, r!by imprisonment of not
more than one year, or both. That individual is also u~ject to a civil penalty
not to exceed $25,000 per day of the violation. !

EXTENSION, MODIFICATION, AND REVOCATION OF GENERAL PE T

This GP may be revoked by issuance of a Public Notice \ atl any time the DE

determines that the singular or cumulative effects of th\e activities authorized
herein are having an unacceptable adverse impact upon thF public interest.

Following such revocation, all new applications Wil1 1 ~ rocessed under individual

permit application review procedures and the DE would e ide on a case-by-case

basis if previously authorized activities should be re o ed, suspended, or
modified.

The DE has the discretionary authority to review any i d ~ VidUal mining activity, or class of activities to determine whether the activi y complies with the GP. If

the DE finds that the activity has more than minimal i d vidual or cumulative net

adverse impacts on the environment or otherwise may be c ntrary to the public

interest, prospective permittees will be required to a p y for an individual

permit. I

This GP will be effective for a period of five years. During that time, the DE
may modify it if he determines that the singular or c ul tive impacts of the

activities authorized by this GP have an unacceptable dv rse effect upon the
public interest. During its fifth year, this GP and the ork authorized under it
shall be reviewed to determine if this GP should be modif.ed, extended, or

discontinued.

FOR THE DISTRICT ENGINEER:

--1'

~
Date

/::1 Don M. i<ohler

~~ief, North Section

~gula-totY ~hch

Alaska District Corps O

Engineers

.-9-



Below is a sample minec with pel1inent features shown. Include the following f(~atures in your
repol1 if they apply to your operation: pre-stripped mining area, stockpiles (overburden, washed
material, or pay gravel), exploration trenches or drill holes, stream diversion, roads, settling
ponds, mine cut or pit, diversion dam, camp, and all reclaimed areas. Surface ilrnpact (in acres)
equals width of area multiplied by the length of area divided by 43,560.
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NON-POINT SOURCE W A TER POLLUTION CONTROL

April 1~, 2001
Certifi~ Receipt Z 526022614

II

Victor Ross
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Regulatory Branch
PO Box 898
Anchorage, AK 99506

RE: Amendment to Certificate of Reasonablf! Assurance
GP-88-02P, Alaska General Permit for Placer Mining
State ID. No. AK OlO2-01PA

DearMr. Ross:

2.

3

4

5

Cc
Rex Blazer, DOC Juneau

r'Clean Air, Clean Water"

m



ANNUAL REPORT FOR PLACER MINING

UNDER THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS GENERAL PERMIT (88-02P)
SUBMIT BY DECEMBER 31

Name of permittee:
Corps File Number:
State APMA Number :

Phone:Report Completed by

PLEASE CHECK APPROPRIATE BOXES IF YOu DID NOT MINE THIS YEAR :
[] I did no mining this year, and I am. planning no future work on this permit
Therefore, I request this file to be ~losed.
[] I did no mining this year (20 ), but I plan future work on this permit.

IF YOU MINED THIS YEAR, PLEASE SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
Photos and/or a sketch showing the mine features and activities listed below,

if applicable (see example on back of this form).

TOTAL ACRES DISTURBED AT THIS SITE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 20.

TOTAL ACRES RECLAIMED AT THIS SITE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 20

DO YOu PLAN ON WORKING AT THIS SITE NEXT YEAR?
D Yes. No changes.
D Yes. Describe all changes on separate sheet(s) and submit with this report

for review by the Corps.

[] No, but I plan to continue work at this site in 20
[] No, I have completed mining and reclamation at this site

Questions: Need more information about the general permit for placer mining? Call Medrick
Northrop or Victor Ross in Anchorage at (800) 478-2712 from within Alaska, or at (907) 753-
2712, or call Frances Mann in Fairbanks at (907) 474-2166.

Mailing addresses: Regulatory Branch, Corps of Engineers, P.O. Box 898, Anchorage, Alaska
99506-0898; or Fairbanks Regulatory Field Office, 3437 Airport Way, Fairbanks, Alaska
99709-4777.



,,~
TONY KNOIIVLES, GOVERNOR

I I%..::J~~ !O FFI CE O F THE GOVERNOR

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

DIVISION OF GOV'ERNMENTAL COORDINATION

0 SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL OFFICE ~ CENTRAL OFFICE

550 W lTH AVENUE, SUITE 1660 P.O, BOX 110030

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501 JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0030
PH: (907) 269-7470/FAX: (907) 269-3981 PH: (907) 465-3562/FAX: (907) 465-3075

O PIPELINE COORDINATOR'S OFFICE

411 WEST .JTH AVENUE, SUITE 2C

ANCHORA(;E, ALASKA 99501-2343
PH: (907) 271-4317/FAX: (907) 272-3829

Apri113,2001

Mr. Victor Ross
U .S. ~t\rmy Corp~ of Engineer~;
Regulatory Branch
Post Office Box 898
Anchorage, Alaska 99506

Dear Mr. Ross:

SUBJECT: PLACER MINING GENERAL PERMIT 88-02PI
STATE I.D. NO. AK OlO2-0lPA I
FINAL CONSISTENCY FINDING

J\PR 1 7 2001

jQlGw.A~AY WMCt\
afl8tillrsfrf8t. eorps of Ea;..efl

The Division of Governmental Coordination (DGC) has coordit* d the State of Alaska's

review of the U.S. Army Corps ofBngineers (COB) consistenc termination for

reauthorization of the Alaska (Jeneral Permit for Placer Mining P-88-02N (GP).

DGC previously found this GP consistent with the ACMP (AK
f~ 2-04). nle COE

notified DGC that this proposed reissuance of the GP is detenn .e consistent, to the

maximum extent practicab]e, "rith approved State management r grams andl the Alaska
Coastal Management Program (ACMP).

The location is statewide in Alaska.

SCOPE OF PRomcT TO BE REVIEWED~ ~

u.s. Army Corps ofBngineers (COB) proposes to reauthorize t e laska General Permit
for Placer Mining, GP-88-02N. The permit allows for the gene al public to place fill
material into waters of the United States, including wetlands for t purposes of placer
mining within the State of Alaska contingent on meeting the te s and condi1ions listed.
Placer mining is defined as the removal of gold or precious mat ri 1 such as silver, tin, or
platinum from gravel. The GP does not apply to hard rock mini g activities. Hard rock

01-A35LH C-t printed on recycled paper
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mining is the process to remove valua~le metals or elements th4t are bound within
country rock. I I I

The placement of dredged or fill matet'al associated with place~ mining activities which
do not fall within the scope of the GP, or which fail to meet the teJIms and conditions, are
not authorized by the GP and a COB i dividual permit would ba required.

Recreational placer mining, generally,\is not covered by the GP 1 for the purpose of this
GP, recreational mining is defined as Iiand mining with a pick, ~hovel, pan and or rocker
box, and certain types of suction dredges on navigable waters as defined under the COB
navigable waters list. Recreational pl~er mining, generally wirl not be regulated by the
COB and does not require a COB pe~ it, as explained in COB ~pecial Public Notice 94-
10, issued September 13,1994. As 10 g as State of Alaska Dep~ent offish and Game
(DfG) requirements for fish-bearing aters are met, the activity! is! expected to have de-
minimus effects. I I I

The placement of fill material specific~l1y for dikes, wing dams,larld stream diversion
structures are not considered part of re~reational mining. I I

The GP does not regulate excavation by nozzle of, or effluent fr(j)m, a suction dredge,

The GP does not apply to mining in m~rine waters.

This GP does not apply if Essential Fislt Habitat is adversely affected. The GP does not
apply to hard rock mining activities, suftion dredges, marine or estUarine waters, State
designated Critical Habitat Areas, Gam~ Refuges, or Sanctuariesl unless the activity is
specifically authorized by the agency ~th jurisdiction over the t1i1ese lands.

This GP does not apply to placer minin~ activities within any unit dfthe National
Wildlife Refuge System, National ParklSystem, or component o£ilie National Wild and
Scenic River System ( existing or nomi~ated). I I

This GP does not apply if a listed endaQgered or threatened species Iwould be adversely
affected, as determined by the U .S. Fis~ and Wildlife Service. I i

The GP does not authorize placer minin~ activities that would adyersely affect
archaeological, cultural or historic pro~rties which the National Park Service has listed
on, or has determined eligible for liStin~ On, the National Register ofHistoric Places

unless coordination with the State Histo 'c Preservation officer (SHPO), and if necessary,

the Advisory Council on Historic Prese ation per Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. I ,
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The COE has determined that mining activities associated wi p acer miniIJlg operations
authorized by another Federal Agency may need no further au rization. This
determination does not apply to State land, native lands or pri at lands wh(:re no NEP A
analysis has been completed. A mining operator with an appr v d Plan of ()peration
from the Bureau of Land Management, the United States Fore t ervice, or ;another
Federal agency for a placer mine is authorized per the GP. Fo e operator to be
authorized, the Federal land manager must have completed a s te specific National
Environmental Policy Act (N]~P A) analysis for the proposed o ation. The: NEP A
analysis must have considered all practical alternatives for fill 1 cement and activities in
waters of the United States. l'he mining operator must notify e COE ofhis or her
intention to mine, and provide a copy of the Federal plan appr v I. The notification must
include a copy of the approved mining plan and the approved c amation plan. If stream
diversions and relocations are planned a final stream placemen a d restoratiion plan shall
be part of the reclamation plan. The COE may require a bond o nsure suc(~ess of the
reclamation.

The cumulative surface disturbance of one placer project shall o exceed ten ( 10) acres
including streams, unreclaimed ground, wetlands, and uplands at any time. .A.ll placer
mining projects will be review'ed by the GP "Pre-Construction tification" procedure.
All project features including mine cuts, settling pond, diversi ns berms, work and camp
pads, stockpiles, etc. that will not be used during the next year' ining seaslDn must be
reclaimed prior to the end of the current mining season. Areas re laimed in accordance
with the State reclamation law (A.S. 27.19.020) are not includ d n computing the area of
disturbance (see condition #13).

The GP specifically requires compliance with Alaska water qutlijy standarru) and all
other federal, state, or local environmental regulations.

Application Procedures

a. Operators must notify the COB of their intended mining ac v' y prior to "beginning

work. Notification can be with a State of Alaska Annual PI c r Mining J\.pplication

(APMA) or a multi year APMA. The applicant's work loca io , and type/size of

equipment must be clearly identified. For the APMA to be o sidered a j:omplete GP

application by the COB, the accompanying drawings must e f sufficielllt detail to

determine the location and area of impact ( dimensions) for a h proposed mining

activity (cuts, stockpiling of overburden and pay gravel, co s ction ofberms and

roads, areas ofreclamation, etc.). The COB will contact th miner for additional

drawings and/or information, if necessary. After receipt of
~ mPlete GP a~plication, the C~B v:i!l notify th~ ~pplica~t that their wor ill be cov(~red under

thIS GP, or that an mdIVldual permIt IS requIred. No work c proceed WJlthout COB

confirmation.
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b.
or

~By submitting a letter requesting GP coverage, or a DA pe .t application (BNG
FORM 4345) to the COB. This request for a GP must incl d a map showing the
proposed mine location and a plan drawing showing the I a on of each placer
mining activity. The letter or application and drawings mu t be of sufficilent detail to
determine the location and area of impact (dimensions) for a h proposed mining
activity (cuts, stockpiling of overburden and pay gravel, co s ction ofberms and
roads, areas ofreclamation, etc.). The COB will contact th iner for ad,ditional
drawings and/or information if necessary .After receipt of c mplete GP application,
the COB will notify the applicant to confirm that their wor .11 be covered under this
GP, or that an individual permit is required. No work can eed withol1t COB
confirmation.

All mining operations proposed for authorization under this oR Will be auth()rized as
follows: I I

(I) Applicant submits a request for a permit by ei~~r of the m(:thods
outlined in paragraph (a) or (b) above. I I

(2) The COB reviews the application and detennire~ that the Grp is
applicable. The COB follows standard PCN procFd~re.

(3) The COE faxes the plans to the reviewing agt c~es, including the land

manager. I

(4) The agencies have 7 working days to contact COE in wJriting, by
FAX, e-mail, or by telephone, with comments on th project. ~;ite specific
plans for stream channels by DFG, and/or special c nditions will be
incorporated as appropriate. Emphasis will be o r commendations based
on a site visit, such as those that would improve n e generalilzed
reclamation requirements of condition #13 (see b I w).

(5) The COB issues the applicant a GP authOriZa~~ letter. Or based upon

review the COB notifies the miner that a GP is n propriate for the

proposed operation. Special conditions can be ad e to the GP
authorization letter.

Conditions of the General Permit

All a~~vities identified and authorized by the GP shall be consit tdnt with the following
condltlons: I
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The time limit for authorizing work under this GP ends fi\1e years from the date of
the GP issuance. Any activity authorized by the GP before the expiration date must
also be completed by that date, unless the activities are ubdtrway, will be completed
within twelve months of the expiration date, and the perD1lit1ee notifies the COE of
his intent to continue mining. Further time extension mar be considered on a case-
by-case basis under provisions of 33 CFR 325.6. I !

2. The proposed placer mining activity shall not adversely &ff~ct any species listed as
threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(Act), or endanger the critical habitat of such species. In nd~ition, the ]!Jroposed
activity shall not jeopardize the continued existence of an;y proposed species or
result in the destruction or adverse modification of proposed critical habitat. The
District Engineer shall conduct a determination of effect ~y contacting the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service for each application received as a GP request. The presence,
or subsequent discovery, of a threatened, endangered or proposed species or critical
habitat which may be affected by a permitted action or related activitie!) may result
in a delay of permit issuance for the specific operation in order to include section 7
consultation and/or conference, as required by the Act. I !

3. The proposed placer mining activity shall not adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat

4. Placer mining activities which are located in waters used 1I>y lanadromous fish
species shall be consistent with State of Alaska Departme~t of Fish and Game
Statutes A.S. 16.05.870 and must comply with any Alaskd department offish and
Game fish Habitat Permjt issued for the project under A.$ 1~.05.870, ira permit is
required. Violation of the Alaska Department offish and Game's AS 16.05.870
permit shall be grounds to suspend or revoke the authoriJtiJn granted by this GP .

Any stream diversion shall be limited to two thousand (20PO~ linear feet at anyone
time. All restoration activities must be completed on the divj rsion prior to
construction of a new diversion (see condition #13 below)l

5

6, Any stream diversion activity shall provide for the free pa$s~ge of fish, both
upstream and downstream with no barriers or entrapmentsr cpnsistent with State of
Alaska Department offish and Game Statutes A.S. 16.05.84t> -16.05.860. The
stream diversion must be supplied with a quantity of wateIt slJfficient to pass fish
and at a grade and velocity approximating that of the original stream and must be
capable of carrying anticipated stream flows during the periotl it will be in operation
without overtopping the banks or causing undue erosion of t4e streambe:d or banks.
The stream diversion must comply with the Alaska Department of fish and Game
fish Habitat Permit issued under A.S 16.05.840, if such a permit is required.
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7 No placer mining activity shall be located within one-qut~ mile of an eagle nest
site unless the Fish and Wildlife Service determines that e activity wiill not impact
the eagles per the Eagle Protection Act (16 USC 668-668 r vised 11/8/78).

8. The activity shall have (if applicable), and be in compli e with, required State and
Federal authorizations, including United States. Enviro e tal Protecltion Agency,
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System pennit; S ction 305 (:b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manageme t ct (MSFCMA),
Essential Fish Habitat; Alaska Department of Fish & Ga e, A.S. Title 16 Fish
Habitat Permit; Alaska Department of Natural Resources. .27.19 (R.eclamation
Act). Failure to comply with any Federal or State authori 'on shall ble grounds for
suspending or revoking the authorization granted by this P .

9, Dredged and/or fill material, including overburden, shall ~ef laced so that it is
stable, meaning after placement the material does not shot igns of ex<;essive

erosion. Indicators of excess erosion include: gullying, hea cutting, c~lving, block
slippage, material sloughing etc. Material shall not leach r aF ful or to:Kic

substances into streams or wetlands. Preferably, it should b placed into upland

areas, or areas that have been previously mined.

a. All material stockpiles intended for private usel o
~ ubsequent

co~~rcial sale shall either.be used and reclaim9d. ithin.threc~ y.ears under
condItion #13, or be placed In a stable upland locati n whIch a'volds stream
channels and wetlands. Stockpiles should preferabl be placedl in uplands,
however, if it is in wetlands, the footprint shall n~ e greater t11an one acre
in size. Stockpiles shall not be placed in stream c a els. Thi:) condition
does not apply to waste rock, overburden, or taili 9 not intendled for
commercial sale or personal use and are reclaime nder condition #13.

10. Settling ponds shall not be located in a flowing stream. I

~ a $ettling pond is located

where it is likely to flood, and is needed for mining durin ~e next year, it shall be

protected from erosion by a benn or another method. Sett in
f ponds shiill not be located where a stream channel is going be reestablished ulnl ss the fines are

removed or protected from erosion. Exceptions to this CO
i di .on can be made on a

case-by-case basis.

11. All features, settling ponds, benns, workpads, roads, and s~ er m diversions shall be
designed, constructed, and maintained to minimally withst the high ';vaters of a
10-year flood.
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12. Pump intakes or stream diversions shall be designed to p
~ '

~ nt intake, impingement,

entrainment, or entrapment of fish consistent with State o laska Department of

Fish and Game Statutes A.S. 16.05.870- 16.05.900 and I ka DepartJnent of
Natural Resources (DNR) Statute A.S. 46.15.

13.All organic materials including vegetation, topsoil and ovbr~urden, shall be

separated from non-organic overburden and stockpiled fot ~ture use in reclamation.

The organic material shall be protected from erosion and fro~ contamination by

acidic or toxic materials and shall not be buried by tailin
; r non-orgmlic material. Preferably, the stockpiles shall be placed into upland are, r areas that have been

previously disturbed.

14. Mine features shall be reclaimed when the mining activi is complete, when the
disturbed areas are not expected to be used during the nex y ar .All mine features
shall be reclaimed according to the following minimum r irements (a through f).
Exceptions and additions to these requirements can be ma e on a case-by-case basis
when approved by the appropriate land manager and the O .

a.

b.

c.

d.

Mined areas shall be re-contoured so that SlOt e and features of mined
areas match up to the slopes and features of e surrounding landscape.
All material, including overburden, side cast m terial, and tailings,
shall be used. The goal is to obtain stable s:t s and soil s:urfaces

containing enough fine material to hold mois e and pro1Tlote
reasonable rates of natural re-vegetation wi a 0% live plant cover of
the entire reclaimed area by the end of two gfo ing seasons.
Stockpiled organic material (including vegetati<j>n, topsoil and
overburden and or muck), and if possible, se li g pond silts, shall be
spread over the contoured mine workings, to r mote natural plant
growth. The goal of this condition is to pro ot the natur~ll succession
of vegetation that is representative of the are. cceptable indicators
that this process is occurring would be a reas n ble presence, density,
and distribution of pioneer species of plants cal to the area. The
goal is to achieve a 40% live plant cover of e eclaimed area within
two complete growing seasons.
Settling ponds located within the stream ch e floodplain shall be
reclaimed, capped, or the pond sediments re o ed so that lthe fines do
not get into the stream system.
Stream channels shall be stabilized. The goa o stability means that,
when reclamation is complete, a stream will a e an acceptable
balance between erosion and deposition so th t t develops
recognizable stream system features. Such fe res includ(~ an active
channel with appropriate meanders, point bars, nd a floodplain. The
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e.

f.

g.

stream channel should mirror pre-placer mi i configuration in terms

of length, flow velocity, grade, and function 1 onfiguration. This

includes having a riparian area supporting p o eer species of

vegetation. The goal is to achieve a range o c nditions that will move

the stream system towards reestablishing so of the .stream functions

of pre-placer mining conditions. There is n d fined time: scale. This

may include a combination of approaches, i cl ding a re1Dcation of the

channel, changes to channel geometry, diffe e t methods of handling

sediments, promoting natural re-vegetation, t applying new technology as appropriate. No longer neede iverted str~~am reaches

shall be backfilled with suitable, non-erodib e aterial and the stream

restored in a stable location in the valley. :

Floodplain areas shall have a minimum wid* withstand a IO-year

flood event. The purpose of this is to preve t xcessive e]~osion of

material placed adjacent to the stream. This s dard may be raised or

lowered on a case by case basis.

There shall be no permanent stream diversio s unless the final

configuration satisfies condition 13-d above is approved by Alaska

Department ofFish and Game under A.S. Ti le 16 permits:, the

appropriate land management agency, and OE of EnJ~ineers. If a

diversion is to be left as a landscape feature, .t ust be suitably

backfilled or blocked.

Exploration trenches shall be backfilled, sta ili ed and co"{ered with

organic material to inhibit erosion, and prom t natural re'vegetation as

described above in 13-a. All exploration dri oles need to be plugged

in accordance with Alaska Statute.

15. If a stream segment is to remain in a diversion channel ( as
l andated by Alaska

Department offish and Game under A.S. Title 16 permits e appropriate land

management agency, or the COB ofBngineers), the divers.o channel s"hall
approximate the length, flow velocity, grade, and function~l onfiguration of the
diverted stream segment. I

16. Within the Matanuska-Susitna Coastal District boundary, '1
1 habitable structures,

petroleum storage, and sanitary facilities must be a minim* of75 feet from the

ordinary high water line of rivers, streams, and lakes. I

17. You must maintain the lands and facilities subject to this P in good co:ndition and
in conformance with the terms and conditions of this GP. .s includes removal of
fuel drums, equipment, trailers, bone yards, and used oil d aste upon
abandonment. You are not relieved of this requirement if o abandon the
permitted Activity .If another operator will be taking over th mine, the GP must be
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reissued to the new operator and final reclamation may b~ r~quired prior to
reauthorization. The local COB office shall be notified oftlte planned 4:;hange.

18. If you discover any previously unknown historic or archa~o ogical remains while
accomplishing the activity authorized by this GP, you mu~t mmediately notify this
office, the State Historic Preservation Office, and the coa ta district (if within a
coastal district), ofwhat you have found. The District En. eer (DE) vrill initiate
the Federal and State coordination required to determine i e remains warrant a
recovery effort or if the site is eligible for listing in the N ti nal Registc~r of Historic
Places. (If the activity occurs on Federal land, the Federa I d manage~r is
responsible for coordination.)

19. Any ope~ator found in .non.-comp~iance with this C?P sh~lllnqt ~e issued another
placer mIne GP authonzation until the non-complIance IS re4tified.

CONSISTENCY FINDING

This final consistency finding, developed under 6 AAC 50, ap1 i s to the federal

consistency determination required for the project per 15 CFR 3 Subpart C. The State

reviewed the proposed General Permit activity to determine if ta e coastal n~source
concerns are adequately addressed and to determine if the Stat1 c ncurs that the activity

is consistent, to the maximum extent practicable, with the enfo ce ble polici~:s of the

ACMP.

The activity requires the following Federal and State permits:

u.s. Army Corps of Engineers
Proposed General Permit 88-02P
Placer Mining Activities within the State of Alaska

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEt)
Certificate of Reasonable Assurance (401) I

The Alaska Departments of Environmental Conservation, Fish ~nd Game, and Natural
Resources and coastal resource districts have reviewed your prdp~sed activi~r. Based on
that review, the State concurs with your determination that this prqposed project is
consistent with the ACMP to the maximum extent practicable, Rro~iding you adopt the
following alternative measures. I I
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I. Stream disturbance must be kept to a minimum neces~atY to practic~ably
accomplish the work. I I

2. Within the Lake and Peninsula Borough and Kenai p~nfSUla Borough Coastal District boundaries, sand and gravel shall not be remov
r 'd om areas documented

to provide spawning or overwintering habitat for fish ( CMP 10.2:; L&PBCMP

9.05.70)

3. Within the Kenai Peninsula Borough Coastal DiStriC f b ~ UndarieS, projects in rivers and floodplains with fishbearing streams will be roved in the following

order o~highest to lowest preference: bra~ded, split ch 1, meandering, sinuous,

and straIght. (KPBCMP Enforceable PolIcy IO.I.f)

4. Within the Kenai Peninsula Borough Coastal DiStric** ndaries, activities

which could conflict with recreational use of designated r reation an~as shall be

conducted to minimize conflicts (KPBCMP Enforceabl P licies 4.2).

5. Within the Lake and Peninsula Borough Coastal DiSttfiC~ boundaries, material such as absorbant pads and booms must be available on
risi e, and must be used to

contain and clean up any petroleum product spilled as a e ult of excavation

activity regarding placer mining (L&PBCMP 9.05.70).

ADVISORIES

All activities covered by the scope of the GP will comply with
f C authorities per 6

AAC 80.140 AIR, LAND, AND WATER QUALITY , which s t s that "... the statutes

pertaining to and the regulations and procedures of the Alaska e artment of

Environmental Conservation with respect to the protection ofa r, and, and vvater quality,

in effect on August 18, 1992, are incorporated into the Alaska r stal management program and, as administered by that agency, constitute the co nents of tlle coastal

management program with respect to those purposes.

Lake and Peninsula Borough ordinance #9.07 gives the Borou ~ ower to a) require a

reclamation plan; b) require a development permit if excavatio , lacement of fill,

grading, removal or disturbance of the topsoil ofmore than 10, 0 0 square fe:et or 1/4
acre occurs within 100 feet of anadromous streams, tidelands, t e lands, or submerged
lands; and/or c) require a reclamation plan.

Please be advised that although the State agrees the project is C~]~ istent with the ACMP ,

based on your project description and any alternative measures Fo tained herein, you are

still required to meet all applicable State and federal laws and r~ lations.
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This consistency finding may include reference to specific la~s ~ d regulations, but this
in no way precludes your reSI)onsibility to comply with all othfr pplicable State and
federal laws and regulations. i

This consistency finding is Q.~ for the activity as describe~" f you propose changes
to the approved activity, including its intended use, prior to or ~u fig its siting,
construction, or operation, you must contact this office immedtat ly to determine if
further review and approval of the revised project is necessary",

No State or federal agency may issue its authorization before DGC issues this final

consistency finding. Most State agencies should issue permits within five days after
DGC issues this final consistency finding.

If you have any questions reg~lrding this finding, please contact trle at 907-4~55-8791, or

email rex-blazer@gov.state.ak.us. I I

Sincerely,

:~~~A+-

Project Analyst

--

/

Enclosure

cc All Coastal Districts
Janet Schempf, DFG, Juneau
Mitch Henning, DNR, Anchorage
Pete McGee, DEC, Fairbanks
Tim Rumfelt, DEC, Anchorage
Ann Baves


